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THE  LOST  CHRIST 

'V^'OUR  skill  has  fashioned  stately  creeds. 

A      But  where  is  He,  we  pray — 
The  friendly  Christ  of  loving  deeds? 
He  is  not  here  to-day. 

With  sentences  that   twist  and   tease. 

Confusing  mind  and  heart. 
You  forge  your  wordy  homilies 

And  bid  us  heed  your  art. 

But  where  is  He — or  can  you  tell? 

Who  stilled  the  brother's  strife. 
Who  urged  the  woman  at  the  well 

To  live  a  better  life? 

Where  is  the  saint  of  Galilee. 

Crude  Peter's   faithful  guide: 
The  man  who  wept  at  Bethany 

Because  his  friend  had  died.^ 

We  weary  of  your  musty  lore 

Behind  dead  walls  of  gray: 
We  want  his  loving  words  once  more 

By  some  Emmaus  way. 

Give  us  the  Christ  who  can  bestow 
Some  comfort-though  of  death. 

Give  us  a  Christ  our  hearts  can  know — 
The  Man  of  Nazareth. 

—The  Christian  Century   (Chicaqo)  . 


Why  Run  The  Risk? 


By  joining  hands  with  the  members  of  your  local, 
state  or  county  dental  society,  you  can  have,  at  a  low 
premium  all  the  protective  benefits  of  Aetna  Group 
Professional   Liability   insurance. 

The  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford. 
Connecticut,  with  assets  of  over  three  hundred  mil- 
lion dollars,  under  the  Group  Policy  of  the  North 
Carolina  Dental  Society,  provides  complete  protec- 
tion for  professional  acts  at  low  cost. 
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Discussion  Exercises  the  Mind; 
Argument  Exercises  Only  the  Tongue 

THE  DIFFERENCE  between  discussion  and  argument  is 
the  difference  between  a  man  who  is  trying  to  go  some- 
where and  a  man   who  is  trying  to  stay  just  where  he  is 

The  man  who  enters  into  a  discussion  is  full  of  a  passion 
for  truth  and  eager  to  hear  it.  The  man  who  argues  is  full  of 
vanity   and    desires   only    to   hear   himself    talk. 

When  two  intelligent  men  begin  a  discussion,  there  is  a  tacit 
understanding  that  each  will  place  his  cards  on  the  table,  reveal 
what  he  believes  to  be  the  truth,  and  leave  his  mind  open  to 
viction. 

His  desire  is  to  learn  the  truth,  even  though  he  must  sacrifice 
convictions  that  now  are  dear  to  him.  and  his  hope  is  that  the 
sparks  generated  by  the  clash  of  wits  will  give  light. 

Men  who  argue  expect  to  end  where  they  began.  The  avowed 
purpose  of  each  is  to  defend,  with  logic  or  insult,  as  the  contest 
may  require,  the  convictions  he  now  holds.  He  will  denv 
truth,  and  deride  it,   if  it  threatens  his  position. 

The  fact  that  he  delights  in  argument  proves  that  his  mind 
is  closed  against  new  ideas:  the  fact  that  his  mind  is  closed 
proves  that  he  lacks  intelligence;  the  fact  that  he  lacks  intelli- 
gence proves  that  you  have  nothing  to  gain  through  him. 

Let  him  alone.  He  is  a  menace.  If  he  is  plausable.  his 
sophistry  may  make  impression  that  you  never  will  be  able 
to  erase.  And  all  experience  combines  to  prove  that  truth  is 
not  to  be  expected  in  a  mind  closed  to  new  ideas. 

The  lover  of  argument  may  be  right:  but  if  so.  his  rightness 
is  accidental.  You  can't  trust  the  business  of  developing  your 
mind  to  one  who  had  rather  be  wrong  than  admit  being  wrong 

Selected 


Please  send  your  dues  for  1928  to  your  district  sec- 
retary before  January  10.  in  order  that  you  may 
receive  your  membership  card,  and  all  numbers  of 
the  American  Dental  Association  Journal. 
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The  Presidents'  Message 

Eugene  B.  Howle,  M.  D..  D.  D.  S..  Raleigh.  N.  C. 

Smehow.  in  spite  oi  the  tremendous  strides  of  progress 
which  have  been  made  in  the  Science  of  Dentistry  within  the 
past  few  years  the  idea  still  persists  that  the  members  of  the 
Medical  Profession  feel  that  we  are  inferior  and  are  not  willing 
to  place  us  on  a  parity  with  themselves.  To  this  we  are  prone 
to  reply.    "So's  Your   Old    Man."    but    when   the   first    heat   of 

'  our  natural  resentment  has  passed,  a  little  cool  reflection  and 
unprejudiced  self -analysis  leads  us  to  wonder  if  we  have  the 
right  to  object  to  the  imputation  that  our  professional  attain- 

.,  ments   are   not   of   the   highest   order. 

It   may   be   true   that   the   Medical   Profession    has    its   short- 

1  comings  but.  if  so,  we  can  hardly  expect  to  gain  any  genuine 
satisfaction  from  the  fact  that  our  frving  pan  can  call  their  kettle 

'  black. 

We  feel  that  our  profession  is  rightly  a  branch  of  the  healing 
art  and.  as  such,  a  specialtv  of  medicine  but  we  shall  never 
gain  the  recognition  we  seek  by  inept  retorts,   by  mother  hub- 

,  bard  crowns,  by  half  filled  root  canals,  by  uncarved.  unpolished 

,'  and  over  hanging  amalgam  fillings.  Recognition  will  come 
when  we  deserve  it  and  not  one  whit  sooner. 

What  we  of  the  dental  profession  need  most  is  to  have  a 
heart-to-heart  talk  with  ourselves  and  face,  without  reserva- 
tion, the  query — is  the  opinion  which  the  Medical  men  have 
of   us   true:    is   it   true   that    while    the   Science   of   Dentistry    is 

r  forging  forward  by  leaps  and  bound  we,  as  practitioners,  are 
deeping  at  the  skitch  ? 

There  is  one   thin"   and   one   thine   alone   which   can   arouse 
n   us  an   appreciation  of  our  obligation   to   mankind   and   gain 

■;  for  us  the  recognition  which  we  desire.  That  one  thing  is 
I  DUCATION — the  key  note,  the  hub  about  wheh  the  entire 
program   of  our   next   Stale   Meeting   is   going   to   be   built. 

EDUCATION 

First      As  regards  the  student 

God  knows,  it  does  our  hearts  good  to  see  the  splendid 
personelle  of  the  graduates  now  coming  out  of  our 
schools  and  the  excellent  type  of  work  which  they  are 
doing,  but  it  is  not  enough.  Let  us  raise  our  pre- 
dental  entrance  requirements  nil  only  that  class  of 
men  who  can  demand  recognition  will  be  attracted 
and  then  make  our  course  of  study  so  thorough  that 
no  member  of  any  profession  can  say   that   we  are  not 
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just  as  well  educated  and  entitled  to  just  the  same  res- 
pect as  they. 

Second — As  regards  the  practitioner — 

Are  we  using  business  methods  in  our  practice  and  arc 
we  demanding  fees  commensurate  with  the  high  grade 
work,  or  are  we  doing  the  kind  of  work  which  we  have 
to  do  in  order  to  make  a  living  out  of  the  fees  which  we 
receive?  We  should  know  business  methods,  else  we  do 
not  know  the  value  of  high  grade  work  and  cannot 
make  it  pay.  If  we  cannot  make  high  grade  work  pay. 
then  we  must  do  inferior  work  for  inferior  fees.  Are 
we  ethical  when  we  do  this?  Is  it  fair  to  the  patient:' 
Is  it  fair  to  the  young  man  just  coming  out  of  school 
equipped  but  unable  to  do  fine  work  because  he  can 
not    meet   our   fees   and    live? 

Let  us  hope  that  in  the  near  future,  time  consumed  will 
be   the  sole  basis  in   the  determination   of  all   our  fees 

Third — As  regards  the  public — 

The  public  is  entitled  to  know  the  difference  between 
"dental  services"  and  "fine  dental  services." 
It  is  our  duty  to  teach  them.  Already  the  wheels  have 
started  to  turn  and  machinery  is  set  in  motion  which 
will  give  to  Oral  Hygiene  in  the  school  the  prominence 
which   its   importance   demands. 

To  Summarize — 

Exclude    inferior    men    by    high    entrance    requirements. 

Build  superior  dentists  by  a  course  of  education  second 

to  none. 

Teach    our   dentists    the   value   of   high    grade    work  so 

that  our  financial  returns  are  the  equal  to  those  of  other 

professions. 

Teach   the  public   the  difference  between   fine  and  poor 

dental  service,  so  that  if  there  are  still  some  among  us 

who    would    do    inferior    work    the    public    will    refuse 

to  receive  it. 
When  we  have  done  these  things,   we  shall  no  longer  snivel 
for  a  crumb  of  recognition  from  the  medical  profession.      The 
world   will  acclaim    us   for  our  worth. 


The  Fourth  District  Society  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting,  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  January  1  1  . 
1928.  ^ 
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The  President-Elects'  Page 

Relation    )f  District  Societies  to  State  Society 

By  I.  R.  Self.  D.  D.  S.Xincolnton,  N.  C. 

The  reorganization  of  the  State  Society  into  districts  took 
;  place  several  years  ago,  and  has  been  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
'.excellent  development  made  since. 

The  smaller  unit  was  easier  developed,  and  has  shown  rapid 
advancement.     This  rapid  and  valuable  development  has,  how- 
ever, created  a  serious  problem  in  our  State  Society,  in-as-much 
as  there  are  many  dentists  who  are  members  of  the  district  who 
,  have   never   affiliated    themselves   with    the    larger   organization. 
It  was  intended  at  the  reorganization,   that  all   members  of 
,  rhe  districts  should  become  members  of  the  State  Society,   but 
such  is  not  the  case  in  some  of  the  districts.      As  the  situation 
•exists  now  the  membership  of  the  district  societies  should  have 
„a  great  part  in  the  work  of  the  Mother  Organization,  when  as 
:a  matter  of  fact,  a  great  many  members  of  the  districts  do  not 
ibelong  to  the  State  Society.      Such  a  condition  is  not  fair,  and 
should  not  exist.     It  could,  and  should  be  remedied  if  the  State 
would  require  all  members  of  the  district  be  made  members  of 
'the  State  Society  when  they  affiliated  themselves  with  the  smaller 
.  units. 

Each  district  should  seek  to  have  it's  full  membership  in 
the  State  Organization.  By  doing  this,  we  can  take  care  of  this 
serious  problem,  and  at  the  same  time  create  a  better  spirit  in 
,  our  State  Society,  which  will  result  in  the  removal  of  the 
,  problems  which  exists  now.  in  as  much  ^s  the  members  of  the 
districts  who  are  not  members  of  the  State  Society,  will  have 
no  voice  in  the  election  of  our  governing  body  the  House  of 
Delegates.  Every  member  of  the  district  should  be  required 
to  become  a  member  of  the  State,  and  our  By-Laws  should 
require  membership  in  both  bodies. 


I  he  Fifth  District  Society  will  hold  its  annual  meet- 
ing, in  Greenvlle.  North  Carolna,  January  16, 
1928. 
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By  Willis  A.  Sutton.  Supt.  of  Schools.  Atlanta.  Ga. 

"I  doubt  whether  any  single  individual  child  in  America 
ought  ever  to  be  given  corporal  punishment  without  an  exami- 
nation of  his  teeth.  I  don't  much  believe  in  corporal  punish- 
ment anyhow,  but  I  have  my  doubts  about  that,  and  I  say  ii 
with  some  little  basis  for  it. 

About  ten  years  ago.  there  was  sent  to  me  a  sort  of  round 
robin  signed  by  seven  teachers,  about  a  certain  boy  in  the  school 
of  which  I  was  then  principal,  in  a  rather  respectful  way  and 
yet  I  caught  it  very  clearly,  that  I  could  expel  such-and-such 
a  boy  from  the  school,  (his  name  was  Woodruff;  I  don't 
think  he  would  mind  my  calling  his  name)  or  I  could  accept 
their  resignations.  I  had  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  with  the 
boy.  He  had  been  sent  to  the  office  time  and  time  again.  The 
boy  had  never  displayed  any  considerable  interest  in  anything 
that  I  had  said  to  him. 

I  took  him  in  to  the  light  and  opened  his  mouth.  It  was 
the  foulest  mouth,  I  think,  that  I  have  ever  seen  in  all  my  life. 
There  came  a  flash  into  my  mind  of  another  way  I  might  save 
that  boy,  because  that  was  my  whole  idea.  I  said,  "I'll  tell 
you  what  I  am  going  to  do.  I  am  going  to  write  these  men  a 
note.  I  am  going  to  say  that  I  think  your  teeth  are  responsible 
for  your  bad  conduct  and  that  I  will  not  expel  you  from  the 
school  until  you  have  your  teeth  fixed,  and  I  will  do  that  onh 
on  a  promise  from  your  father  and  from  you  that  you  go  this 
afternoon  and  start  to  have  those  teeth  put  in  good  condition.' 

I  called  the  father  over  the  telephone,  and  the  father  and 
the  boy  promised.  I  sent  the  note  to  the  teachers.  That  bov 
stayed  with  us  for  two  and  a  half  years,  graduated  with  dis 
tinction,  went  to  Georgia  Tech,  and  graduated  from  Georgia 
Tech,  and  he  is  in  the  state  highway  department  of  Georgia 
today.      He  is  making  a  fine  salary. 

My  experience  with  that  boy  led  me  to  a  study  of  this  sub 
ject.  When  I  came  to  be  superintendent  of  schools.  I  found 
a  good  friend  in  Mr.  Cather  Woolford.  of  our  city.  I  said. 
"I  am  satisfied  that  much  of  what  is  going  on  in  Atlanta  in 
the  way  of  failure  among  our  boys  and  girls  is  due  to  bad 
teeth.  I  wish  I  could  make  a  demonstration.  I  have  appealed 
to  the  school  board,  but  they  can't  understand  it.  If  I  could 
show  the  results,  maybe  they  would  listen."  He  gave  me  a 
dentist  and  a  hygienist.  But  we  didn't  stop  with  that.  1 
said.  "I  want  a  play-ground  director  and  I  want  a  nurse  for 
that  school  and  I  want  a  thorough  physical  examination,  and 
we  want  to  follow  out  all  these  things  in  that  one  school  of  98" 
pupils."  which  we  are  going  to  use  for  the  demonstration. 

He  gave  me  those  things.  He  gave  me  about  $15,000.00 
that  year  as  an  experiment.     I  set  to  work.     We  put  the  dentist 
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n  the  school  and   put   in  a  clinic.      We  examined  and  cleaned 

werv  child's  teeth.  We  tried  as  rapidly  as  we  could  to  put 
[jvery  child's  teeth  in  Al  condition  as  nearly  as  we  could.  At 
phe  same  time  we  went  at  these  other  things  like  nutrition  and 
[(home  affairs  and  baths  and  so  forth.     We  put  in  shower  baths 

n  that  school  and  gave  these  children  shower  baths  at  least 
once  a  week.     We  went  into  those  things  in  full  detail. 

Before  that  year,  we  had  had  32  per  cent  of  the  children 
•  n  that  school  fail.  Before  that  year,  wre  had  had  over  3,800 
absentees  from  those  900  and  more  students.  I  got  the  com- 
plete record,  and  after  their  teeth   were  put  in  good  condition, 

1  kept  the  record  for  nine  months.  By  that  experiment,  we 
l^-ycd    1.200   school   days. 

Then  we  commenced  to  go  into  the  other  phase  of  the  sub- 
ject.    Where  we  had  had  more  than  30  per  cent  of  the  children 

m  that  school   failing,    we   droped   in   one   year   to    8   per   cent. 

and  where  we  had  had  children  who  looked  pale  and  anemic, 
•ihev  grew  in  health.  We  kept  a  record  of  every  child's  weight 
■and  height  as  the  months  went  along  during  that  year:  and. 
Las  a  result  of  that.  I  was  thoroughly  satisfied  that  we  had  found 

H  least  one  thing  that  would  obviate  much  of  the  expenditure 
rthat  we  had  in  teaching  over  and  over  and  over  the  children 
pf  the  country. 

In  the  State  of  Georgia,  we  have  258,000  children  in  the 
"hrst  grade:    in   the  second   grade,    we   drop   to  about    128,000: 

in  the  third  grade,  we  drop  to  about  80.000.  In  other  words. 
'in  the  first  grade,  we  have  more  than  twice  as  many  children 
pas  we  have  in  the  second  grade,  and  in  the  first  grade,  we  have 
mbout  three  times  the  number  of  children  that  we  have  in  the 
;;third  grade.      In  other  words,  it  is  taking  the  average  child   in 

Atlanta  two  years  to  finish  the  first  grade. 

It  you  inquire  as  to  when  those  children's  teeth  are  dropping 
I  'Ut  and  when  they  are  having  trouble  getting  their  teeth  back, 
rvou  will  find  it  is  right  there  in  the  first  grade.     Of  course,  other 

things  like  measles  and  such  things  are  to  be  taken  into  ac- 
count too:   but  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  periods  in   the 

:hild  s  life  as  iar  as  his  teeth  are  concerned.  Georgia  today  is 
^paying  for  the  teaching  of  at  least   100.000  children  in  the  first 

<rade  two  years,   where  we  ought   to  teach  them  just   one. 

I  hese    things    should    be    considered    before    children    go    to 

school:  they  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  pre-school  age  circle. 
'  Ml  children   ought    to  be   prepared   physically   to   go   to  school. 
I    want    to   tell    you    what    has   already    happened    in    Kinder 

gartens,  and  this  is  only  November   10.      We  have  two  groups 

>t  children  of  about  seventy-five  each,  and  of  the   150  children. 

E   have    had    only    two   absentees    from    September    4    to    date. 

t  shows  what   the  care  and   preparation  of  those  children   will 
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do  in  their  school  attendance.  The  effect  of  it  has  been  magical 
I  am  not  giving  you  an  ideal  or  a  dream.      It  is  a  positive  fact 

We  had  8  3  per  cent  attendance  in  our  school  system  when 
we  started  that.  We  have  risen  to  96.7  per  cent  average  for 
the  entire  school  year.  That  means  there  are  only  about  three 
children  absent  out  of  every  hundred  children  in  a  day.  and  we 
have  raised  the  standard  of  our  schools  in  promotions  from 
28  per  cent  failures  to  less  than  8  per  cent  failures.  We  have 
brought  a  happiness  into  the  thoughts  and  minds  of  the  chil- 
dren that  is  marvelous  to  see.  and  just  makes  your  heart  glad 

The  thought  that  comes  to  me  is  this:  In  the  great  problem 
of  education,  what  is  the  most  important  after  all?  I  am  going 
to  answer  that  the  most  important  thing  in  education  after  all 
is  to  make  a  race,  is  to  make  health,  is  to  have  strength,  is  to 
have  strong  bodies  that  will  be  able  to  beget  strong  children 
and  to  make  a  race  out  yonder  somewhere." 


Question — What    is    an    association.'' 

Answer — An    association    is    a    body    of    men.    com 
pletely  surrounded  by  officers. 
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The  Proposed  Post  Graduate  Course  For  Dentist 

By  Malcolm  G.  Little.  Chapel  Hill.  N.  C. 

Head.  Department  of  Extention  Teaching 

The  University  of  North  Carolina 

The   standing    of    any    profession    is    determined    by    certain 
definite    requirements    and    by    the    degree    to    which    they    are 
^functioning.      There   must   be    (1)    a    long   period   of   training 
'followed  by  high  entrance  requirements,    (2)    the  adoption  of 
■high  standards  of  procedure  and  codes  of  ethics.     The  members 
'of   the   dental   profession    have    made    rapid    strides    during    the 
;past   few    years    in    bringing    their   profession    to    a    high    level. 
However,    the    permanency    of    a    profession    and    the    ultimate 
standing   will   depend   very   largely   upon    the   extent   to   which 
us  members  are  willing  to  be  continually  improving  themselves. 
We  find,   in   this   respect,    that   the   dentists   of  North   Carolina 
are  contributing  to  the  standing  of  their  profession.      Attend- 
ance at  clinics  in  Atlanta  and  other  out  of  state  centers,  Ashe- 
ville,  and  the  district  and  state  society  meetings,  indicates  this. 
There  seems  to  be  a  very  definite  consciousness  on  the  part  of 
the  members  that  self  improvement  is  essential  and,   with  this, 
an  eargerness  to  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity   possible 
to  acquire  greater  proficiency. 

THE  FUNCTION  OF  A  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

The  University  of  North  Carolina  sees  in  the  dental  pro- 
tession  a  real  profession.  Although  the  University  does  not 
offer  pre-service  training  in  the  dental  field,  it  is  vitually  in- 
terested in  the  development  and  improvement  of  those  already 
practicing.  This  particular  interest  grows  out  of  a  broad  con- 
ception of  the  function  of  a  state  university.  This  conception 
provides  for  something  beyond  the  training  of  young  men  be- 
tween the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-two  in  the  preparation 
for  life.  Based  on  the  assumption  that  the  learning  process 
does  not  step  at  graduation  from  college  but  continues  as 
long  as  life  does,  the  university  accepts  the  obligation  to  pro- 
vide educational  opportunities  for  men  and  women  whatever 
'h.ir  vocation  or  age  may  be.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Extension  Division  to  administer  this  phase  of  education. 
University  stands  ready  to  provide  educational  service 
o  any  group  desiring  it.  Its  funds  and  facilities  are  the  only 
limitations. 

THE  PROPOSED  PLAN 

It   has   been   proposed   that   a   plan    for   offering   postgraduate 
courses    for   dentists,    similar    to    the    plan    already    in    operation 
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for  offering  postgraduate  courses  for  physicians  be  adopted. 
Under  this  plan  a  committee  from  the  North  Carolina  Dental 
Society,  reflecting  the  desires  of  the  members,  would  decide 
upon  a  subject  or  subjects  to  be  organized  into  a  course  of 
ten  lectures,  of  one  hour  each,  with  a  one  hour  clinic  following 
each  lecture.  This  committee  would  also  decide  upon  the  in- 
structor  or  instructors.  The  Extension  Division  would  or 
ganize  classes  in  five  different  cities  in  the  state.  The  instructor 
would  travel  from  city  to  city  giving  the  same  lecture  followed 
by  a  clinic  at  each  place,  and  completing  the  circuit  in  one  week 
This  would  be  repeated  for  ten  weeks  with  a  different  lecture 
and  clinic  each  week  so  that  each  center  would  receive  a  series 
of  ten  lectures  and  clinics  over  a  period  of  ten  weeks,  one  lecture 
being  given  each  week  in  each  center.  The  tuition  fee  to  be 
charged  will  depend  upon  the  cost  of  instruction.  The  Ex- 
tension Division  will  furnish  the  necessary  overhead  expense 
and  men  for  organization  work.  The  fee  charged  the  dentists 
would  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  amount  paid  the  instructor 
and  traveling  expenses  incurred  in  the  organization  work. 
The  experience  with  with  the  physicians  shows  that  the  fee 
works  out  to  be  a  very  nominal  sum. 

ADVANTAGES  OF  THE  PLAN 

The  advantages  of  the  plan  are  obvious.  The  demand  for 
these  courses  in  the  medical  profession  grew  out  of  the  in- 
ability of  physicians,  for  economic  reasons,  to  leave  their  prac- 
tices for  any  length  of  time  to  attend  postgraduate  courses  in 
distant  centers.  The  situation  is  similar  with  the  dental  pro- 
fession. The  plan  simply  brings  the  instruction  to  the  dentist, 
enabling  him  to  study  without  leaving  his  practice.  A  course 
given  over  a  period  of  ten  weeks  makes  possible  a  better  co- 
ordination of  instruction  and  practice  than  a  concentrated  clinic 
of  a  lew  days. 

The  success  of  the  plan  depends,  first,  upon  the  choice  ot 
course  of  instruction  and  instructor,  and  second,  upon  the  res- 
ponse from  the  profession.  Both  of  these  depend  upon  the 
individual  member — his  willingness  to  give  some  thought  ami 
advice  in  the  choice  of  instruction  and  his  co-operation  in  the 
formation  of  the  classes. 
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Could  An  Individual  Assume  the  Duties  of  the 
United  States? 

Did   you   ever  stop   and    think,    how    many    duties   there   are 
Jn    the    United    States'      And    how    many    people    it    takes    to 
imply   with  the  demands  made  on  these  duties'      Well  think 
:t   over,    its    food    for    thought,    now — let    us    get    nearer   home, 
learer   something    we    dentists    all    know    about.       The    North 
arolina    Dental    Society.      Can    one    or    two    men    successfully 
issume  the  duties  of  this  organization,   which  consist  of  mak- 
ng  the  laws,  collecting  dues,  arranging  the  meetings,   appoint- 
n^>,   committees,    publishing   programs   and    bulletins,    etc.,    and 
ven,   etc.,    NO — no   more   than   one   man   could    or   would    at- 
tempt to  take  care  of  the  affairs  of  this  great   nation. 

I  his   is   your  country.      Didn't   you    feel   it   your   individual 
esponsibility,   back    in    those   horrible   days   of    1917    to  enlist. 

0  do  your  part  toward  protecting  this  country,  toward  mak- 
.  ng   this   United   States  a  safe   place   for   our   loved   ones'      Cer- 

unlv  you  did.     Those  of  you  who  were  to  young  then,  would 

eel   as   your  ciders   did.    should    war   be   declared   again.      Then 

>es   not    the   same    thing    apply    to    your   Society'       It    is    your 

ociety,   as   well   as   mine,   and    WAR   has   been    declared,    those 

1  you  who  are  members,  have  already  enlisted,  you  are  soldiers 
n   the  great   battalion   of  DENTISTRY.      It   is   your   patriotic 
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duty  to  get  a  recruit.  We  with  as  many  dentists  in  North  Car- 
olina, men  who  would  be  assets  to  any  organization,  we  want 
them,  they  want  us,  maybe  they  do  not  realize  it,  so  it  is  up 
to  you  to  make  them  a  personal  call,  tell  them  they're  needed, 
sell  them  the  idea,  and  not  only  they,  but  your  Society  will 
be  benefited,  and  you  will  have  assumed  your  individual  res- 
ponsibility.    The  call  for  help  is  on. 

We  are  proud  to  boast  that  we  have  some  of  the  livest  men 
in  the  profession,  that  can  be  found  anywhere,  but  they  are 
not  all  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society.  We 
know  you  are  just  as  anxious  to  have  North  Carolina  well 
represented  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Denetal  Association 
as  we  are,  but  we  are  shifters,  even  when  we  do  hate  to  admit 
it,  we  want  prestige,  but  we  are  not  willing  to  work  for  it. 
Competition  today  is  keener  than  ever  before,  and  if  we  do 
not  come  forth  with  some  of  Lindberg's  courage  and  the 
"Spirit  of  North  Carolina."  the  rest  of  the  Southern  States 
are  going  to  get  ahead  of  us.  Remember  anything  worth 
while,  is  worth  a  little  effort  spent  in  securing  it.  At  the 
State  meeting  this  year,  we  had  thirty -seven  new  members, 
and  we  had  to  suspend  twenty-six  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
actually  increasing  our  membership  only  eleven.  At  that  rate 
it  would  take  nine  years  for  every  additional  hundred. 

For  the  first  hundred  members  we  are  allowed  two  delegates 
at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Dental  Association,  and  one 
delegate  for  each  additional  two  hundred  members.  Surely 
North  Carolina  can  send  five  next  year,  with  your  help,  and 
with  the  help  of  every  single  member.  Other  States  no  larger 
than  ours  are  doing  it.  and  North  Carolina  must  keep  abreast 
in  this  as  in  everything  else. 

I  would  also  like  to  mention  another  thing.  We  arc  all 
procrastinators  at  heart,  for  instance — when  everyone  puts  off 
paying  their  dues  until  they  get  to  the  State  Meeting,  it  delays 
your  getting  the  Journal  some  four  or  five  months,  keeps  tin- 
Treasury  low  in  funds,  and  causing  confusion  that  could  be 
avoided.  So  let  each  of  us,  instead  of  waiting  until  tomorrow, 
send  in  your  check  todav  for  your  1928  dues.  And  then 
everybody  will  be  happy.  Remember  it  is  your  Society,  and 
as  your  Society  it  needs  your  full  co-operation  in  the  small 
things  as  well  as  the  large. 
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)ur  Dental  Law  and  our  Board  of  Dental  Examiners 

By  J.  S.  BF.TTS.  D.  D.  S..  Greensboro.  N.  C. 

Our  present   dental    law    was   enacted   March    9,    1915,    and 
as   been    in    force   from    and    after   its    ratification.      This    law 
ays,  in  Section    1,   that  the  Examining  Board  shall  consist  of 
ix  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society,  to  be  elected 
Jit  its  annual  meetings,  who  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Gov- 
ernor.     So   the   members   of   the   Board   are   responsible   to   the 
sorth    Carolina    Dental    Society    and    the    Governor    of   North 
Carolina  for  their  acts. 

The  Board  was  created  for  the  examination  of  those  desiring 
,0  obtain  a  license  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  Dentistry  in  this 

itate-   . 
:f    Section    2 — says    that    said    Board    shall    have    the   power   to 

hake    by-laws    and    necessary    regulations    for    the    proper    ful- 
illment  of  its  duties  under  this  act. 

Accordingly,  the  Board  requires  each  applicant  to  stand  writ- 
en  examinations  upon  subjects  they  have  studied  in  obtaining 
heir  college  degrees:   and  no  one  is  eligible  to  come  up  for  ex- 
amination who  is  not  in  possession  of  a  diploma   from   a   rec- 
ognized and  reputable  Dental  School.     In  addition  to  the  writ- 
en   examinations,    clinical   examinations   are   required,    both    of 
•  uch  a  character  as  to  thoroughly  test  the  qualifications  of  the 
..pplicant  to  practice  Dentistry:  and  the  said  Board,  may,  at  its 
•liscretion.  refuse  to  grant  license  to  any  person  found  deficient 
■n  said  examinations. 

In  order  to  eliminate  the  element  of  personality,  each  appli- 
ant  is  required  to  use  the  number  assigned  to  him.   in  signing 
ais  written  work,   in   place  of  his  name.      This  applies  also  to 
:  he  clinical  wrork. 

Under   our   law.    the   Board    of   Examiners    has.    in    addition 

o  its  power  to  grant  license  to  practice  Dentistry,  a  like  power, 

inder  certain   conditions   and   circumstances,    to   revoke   license: 

and  therj  are  a  few  instances  where  the  Board  has  exercised  its 

prerogative  in  this  respect. 

L  nder  our  North  Carolina  law.  the  Dental  Parlor,  so  pro- 
essionally  objectionable  in  many  states,  is  ruled  out. 

I  he    law    requiring    each    license    to    be    registered    with    the 

.ounty  Court  Clerk  helps  to  keep  track  of  those  legally  practic- 

ng.  and  the  annual  renewal  license  does  this  as  well  as  providing 

unds    to   enable    the    Board    to    hunt    out    and    prosecute    those 

who  are   practicing   without   a    license. 

Our  law.  does  not  provide  lor  reciprocity,  and  it  is  well  at 
his  time  that  it  does  not,  for  if  it  did.  the  state  would  likely 
be  flooded   with   outsiders  desiring   to  come  into  our  midst,   at- 
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tracted  by  our  reputation  for  prosperity,  and  some  of  them 
might  not  be  prepared  and  equipped  to  do  work  on  a  par  with 
those  already  here. 

There  are  many  attractive  and  advantageous  features  of  our 
Dental  law,  which  men  from  other  states  have  not  only  de- 
clared excellent,  but  have  had  them  copied  into  their  own 
State  laws. 

Our  Board  necessarily  occupies  a  very  unique  position,  in 
that  it  is  duty-bound  to  render  faithful  and  efficient  service 
both  to  the  State,  and  the  profession  of  Dentistry.  It  stands 
between  the  citizenship  of  the  State  and  incompetent,  unskilled 
inefficient  Dentistry.  It  endeavors  to  uphold  in  the  State  the 
high  standard  of  skill  and  efficiency  that  has  been  for  years 
the  noble  heritage  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society. 


Success  lies  not  in  doing  what  one  likes,  but  in  liking 
what  one  has  to  do. 
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The  Relationship  of  a  Dental  School  to 
Duke  University 

By  WlLBERT  C.  DAVISON,  Durham,  N.  C. 
Dean  of  Medical  Department.  Duke  University 

There  is  an  obvious  need  for  a  school  of  dentistry  in  North 

arolina.  for  a  large  number  of  the  students  in  schools  in  the 

rauth  East  are  from  this  State.      To  establish  it  in  connection 

'  ith  the  new  School  of  Medicine  of  Duke  University   would 

lave  certain   advantages   to   each   profession,    for   many    of   the 

re-clinical    subjects    arc    common    to    both    and    to    locate    the 

:ntal  dispensary  in   a   University   hospital   and   outpatient   de- 

irtment  would  be  mutuallly  valuable.      The  officers  of  Duke 

niversity.   in  their  desire  to  be  of  the   greatest  service   to   the 

tate.   have   kept   this   possibilitv   in    mind    while   planning   the 

ospital    and    Medical    School    and    have    made    physical    pro- 

sion   for   the   accomodation   of   dental   students   and    patients. 

owever.  it  would  seem  wiser  to  wait  until  the  Medical  School 

ad  become   firmly   established   before   undertaking   the   organi- 

ition  of  a  dental  school.      Particularly  so.   as  at  present  there 

re  no  funds  available  for  the  endowment  of  a  school  of  den- 

stry.      For   this   purpose,    to    judge    from    the   budgets   of   the 

:tter  dental   schools   in    this   country,    the   annual   cost   to   the 

niversity.  over  and  above  students'  and  patients'   fees,   would 

robably    be    about    $50,000.    necessitating    an    additional    en- 

owment  of  one  million  dollars.      If  the  money  can  be  raised. 

school  of  dentistry  could  be  added  to  the  University  as  soon 

;  the  School  of  Medicine  has  made  satisfactory  progress. 


Any  contributions  or  suggestions  that  would  make 
this  Bulletin  more  enteresting.  or  that  would  better 
ii.  will  be  appreciated  by  the  editor. 
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Educating  the  Public 
By  Burke  W.  Fox.  D.  D.  S..  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

"Doctor,  Mrs.  Jones  is  already  here,  but  a  man  just  came 
in  with  a  severe  toothache.      Can  you  see  him." 

"Put  him  in  the  other  chair,  "  you  say.  A  hurried  glance 
glance  reveals  that  the  tooth  is  beyond  redemption  so  novocaine 
is  given  and  in  a  few  minutes  you  return  from  Mrs.  Jones  to 
extract  the  tooth. 

"You  need  a  lot  of  work  done  or  more  of  your  teeth  will 
be  lost,"  you  tell  the  patient.  "Come  back  as  soon  as  the 
soreness  has  left  and  we  will  see  exactly  what  needs  to  be  done." 

The  patient  doesn't  know   the  value  of  his  teeth  and  your 
hasty  mention  of  other  work  does  not  sink  in.     He  never  comes 
back    until    another    tooth    aches.      Now    the   question    arises 
have  you  fulfilled  your  duty  to  him? 

You  have  failed  in  that  you  did  not  convince  him  that  his 
mouth  health  should  be  guarded.  Of  course  your  schedule  of 
appointments  could  not  be  interrupted  for  such  an  obviously 
transient  patient — but  nevertheless  the  message  of  mouth  health 
should  he  delivered  to  him   in   some  way. 

The  presentation  of  this  message  to  the  uneducated  and 
infrequent  dental  patient  is  most  necessary  although  the  busy 
dentist  has  neither  the  time  nor  the  opportunity  to  reach  thos.e 
who  need  it  most.  But  the  duty  is  one  which  our  profession 
must  meet. 

For  too  long  have  we  let  the  question  of  ethics  hold  us 
back.  Higher  ethics  clearly  shows  us  that  we  have  a  duty  to 
perform.  If  our  narrow  principled  idea  of  ethics  interferes  with 
our  obvious  moral  duty — then  it  is  time  to  change  our  idea 
of  ethics. 

Even  the  churches  advertise  to  deliver  their  messages.  Are 
the  ethics  of  the  dental  profession  superior  to  those  of  the 
church  ? 

The  big  men,  the  broadminded  men,  the  farseeing  men  of  our 
profession  are  awake  to  this  duty.  Newspaper  articles,  lesson! 
on  oral  hygiene  in  schools,  lectures  to  parent-teacher  groups. 
talks  and  movies  at  factories  during  noon  hour,  instructive 
leaflets  mailed  to  patients,  and  even  paid  advertising  in  tb< 
newspapers  are  being  utilized  to  reach  the  masses  with  our 
message. 

Our  state  is  doing  much  in  this  line  but  we  can  do  far  more 
The  newspapers  if  properly  approached  are  more  than  glad  to 
publish  instructive  articles.  The  school  heads  welcome  us  to 
their  classrooms  when  we  offer  to  instruct.  But  we  oi  'he 
profession    are   leaving   this   work   of   instruction    to   our   reore- 
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ntativcs    from    the    State    Health    Department,    who    are    over 

irdened  with  many  duties. 

By    concerted    effort    of    local    groups    and    societies    we    can 
,i:ure   statewide    publicity    through    newspapers.      We    can    see 

at   oral   hygiene   is   properly   taught   in    the   schools   to   every 
(lpil.     We  can  force  the  parent-teachers  to  hear  our  messages — 

ough  experience  teaches  us  that  dental  talks  should  be  made 
regular  meetings  if  we  desire  a  worthy  attendance.      We  can 

•rsuade   factory   owners   that   the   mouth    health   of   their  em- 
,  oyees  is   worth    money   to   them,    and    they    will   gladly    have 

•ntists  talk  to  their  workmen  during  noon  hours. 
|  Any    man    who    attempts    this    alone    will    probably    receive 

nsure  and  be  branded  as  a  self-advertiser  although  he  is  doing 
Ljl  of  us  good.      But   the   thought   of   such   censure   may   hold 

m   back.      So   only   by    grouping   ourselves   together   and    be- 
aming  missionaries   of   mouth   health   can   we   accomplish    this 

ork.      Will  you  permit  your  group  to  shirk  this  duty? 
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The  Tragedy  of  Odous  Amelias 

By  Eugene  B.  Howle,  M.  D..  D.  D.  S. 
Raleigh.  N.  C. 

I  came  into  this  world  as  a  lower  central  incisor  in  the  mouth 
of  a  little  girl  about  five  years  old.  It  was  many  years  later 
through  a  chain  of  horrible  circumstances  which  I  shall  try  to 
describe  that  I  came  to  be  known  as  Odous  Amelias  (Oulu- 
menos )  which,  freely  translated,  means  "A  tooth  which  has 
been  sacrificed  on  the  altar  ot   neglect." 

I  found  myself  in  a  wholesome,  healthy  environment  sur- 
rounded by  beautiful,  pink  gums,  and  bathed  by  pure,  clean 
oral  secretions.  My  development  was  rapid.  I  soon  became 
big  and  strong  and  firm  and  it  was  a  joy  to  realize  that  I  had 
been  endowed  with  those  characteristics  which  would  enable 
me  to  perform  with  ease  and  comiort  the  duties  for  which  1 
had  been  by  nature  designed.  Life  was  a  wondrous  thing. 
Many  happy  years  slipped  by  so  peacefully  that  I  had  not  yet 
come  to  realize  that  my  host  was  no  longer  a  little  girl,  but  a 
grown  young  lady. 

And  then  one  day  (a  day  I  shall  never  forget)  I  noticed  a 
peculiar  thing  in  the  gingival  crevice  about  my  neck — a  smal 
gelatinous  area  in  which  were  entangled  bacteria  and  a  slight 
deposit  of  calculus.  I  had  never  heard  of  these  things  before 
and  yet  through  instinct,  I  suppose,  an  intangible  fear  possessed 
my  very  being.  I  was  very  much  alarmed.  It  was  only  a 
short  time,  however,  before  my  host  made  a  trip  to  the  dentist 
who  inserted  some  small  fillings  in  other  teeth,  but  paid  no 
attention  whatever  to  the  condition  about  my  neck.  So.  my 
fears  were  relieved  for  "Surely."  thought  I.  "if  this  condition 
were  of  real  importance,  the  dentist  would  certainly  have  taken 
note."  I  dismissed  the  whole  thing  from  my  mind  and  again 
life  became  merely  the  happy  passing  of  joyous  days. 

It  was  probably  a  year  before  the  matter  returned  to  my 
mind  again  and  then  I  realized  that  the  size  of  this  plague  had 
increased  and  more  lime  salts  had  become  deposited  and  a 
strange  thing  had  taken  place.  The  beautiful  pink  gum  around 
my  neck  was  bordered  with  a  narrow  zone  of  a  more  reddish 
color.  Another  trip  to  the  dentist.  More  small  fillings,  but 
no  attention  to  the  condition  about  my  neck.  "Surely  it  is 
all  right."  thought  I,  but  worry  is  not  thus  lightly  dismissed. 

Another  year  passed.      With  increasing  alarm   I   noticed  that 
the  deposit  had  grown  still   larger,   the  red   border  of  the  gum  | 
had  extended  and  the  gingival  crevic  about  my  neck   had,  ever 
so  slightly,  deepened.      Another  trip  to  the  dentist.      Condition 
still  unnoticed. 
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Then  two  or  three  years  passed.  My  spirits  were  very  low 
or  a  began  to  realize  what  was  taking  place.  The  deposit  of 
alculus  had  grown  considerably:  the  gum  was  now  quite  red 
nd  a  little  puffy  and  slight  hemorrages  were  very  frequent: 
he  gingival  crevice  had  deepened  perceptably.  And  now. 
iy   host    took    note,    perceived    the   bleeding   of   the   gums   and 

nally  became  very  much  concerned.  My  spirits  went  soaring 
gain.  This  terrible  condition  had  at  last  been  found  and 
t  a  time  when  irreparable  damage  had  not  already  been  done, 
md  then  again  we  were  on  our  way  to  the  dentist  because  my 

ost  had  heard  of  Pvorrhoea  and  she  was  very  greatly  fright- 
ined.      I  who  had  trembled   with  fear  for  months  cannot  des- 

ribe   the   beautiful   sensation   sent   coursing    through    my    veins 

v  the  thought  that  1  would  soon  be  restored  to  health  and 
'appiness. 

The  condition  was  soon  explained  to  the  dentist,  also  my 
,ost's  fear  of  Pyorrhoea.      The  dentist,  his  examination  made. 

niled  gently  to  himself  and  thoughtfully  shielding  his  patient 
\'om    further    alarm    explained    that    this    was    not    Pyorrhoea 

ecause   there   was   no   pus.      It    was   only   a    trifling    matter   of 

)me  tartar  which  could  be  quickly  scratched  away. 
L    Aruly.  I  was  now  in  the  depths  of  despair,  knowing  that  if 

iy   neck   could    be   scalled    and    rescalled    until    every    minutest 

x'ck  of  tartar  had  been  removed  and  after  that  the  surface 
.noothed    and    polished    till    not    only    the    tartar    was   entirely 

one  but  every  vestage  of  bacterial  plague  so  that  nothing 
yiould  remain  which  could  possibly  cause  an  irritation  to  the 
ijum,  I'd  soon  be  well:   but  reflecting  as  we  left  that  office  thai 

nly  a  little  tartar  had  been  scratched  away. 

It  is  unbecoming  that  I  should  dwell  too  long  on  my  mis- 
.irtunes  which  soon  will  end.  I  try  to  feel  that  there  is  no 
.  limosity    in    my    heart    for    the    dentist    who.    through    either 

eglect  or  ignorance,  scratched  a  little  tartar  off  my  neck  when 

ie  gingival  crevice  began  to  deepen,  who  year  by  year  scratched 
little  more  or  ignored  the  condition  entirely  while  the  alveolar 
all  was  becoming  absorbed  and  the  gingival  crevice  becoming 

jeper  and  deeper  till  finally  after  a  period  of  eight  or  ten  years 
secondary  infection  of  pyogenic  organisms  took  place  and  pus 

,-'gan  to  flow  and  who  then  at  last  approached  his  patient  with 

•  superior  air  of  boundless  wisdom  and  announced  with  great 
rofundity.  "Madam,   you  have  Pyorrhoea." 

•  A  stranger  had  come  to  town  and  it  became  rumored  about 
ut    he   was   a   specialist    and    could    cure    Pyorrhoea.       So    my 

»st  made  a  visit  to  him. 

'Doctor.'  she  said.    "I   am   told    I    have  Pyorrhoea:   can   you 
ve  my  teeth.-'' 
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"Madam."  said  he,  "There  is  no  such  thing  as  Pyorrhoea 
You  certanily  have  Riggs  Disease  in  its  very  last  state,  bu,t  I 
cannot  save  your  teeth.  I  am  sorry,  indeed,  that  you  could  not 
have  come  to  me  about  ten  years  ago." 

And  now,  about  to  pass  on  to  the  great  beyond.  I  tell  my 
story  not  with  malice  but  with  the  hope  that  other  central 
incisors  may,  by  timely  treatment,  be  spared  the  suffering  and 
despair  which  have  fallen  to  my  lot  and  thereby  make  sonx 
host  the  happier. 


The  Program  Committee  would  appreciate  sugges- 
tions from  any  Dentist  regarding  future  programs, 
and  criticisms  of  past  ones. 
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Woodward  Prosthetic  Company 
Greensboro,  N.  C. 

A  modern  laboratory  serving  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  profession  with  entire  satisfaction. 

Technicians  in  higher  class  rubber  dentures, 
all  types  of  fixed  and  removable  bridge  work, 
cast  work  and  porcelite  dentures. 

WE  ARE  HERE  TO  SERVE  YOU. 

WOODWARD  PROSTHETIC  COMPANY 

Prosthetic  Specialists  for  the  Dental  Profession 
226-226-A   Jefferson    Building 

GREENSBORO,  N.  C. 

ROBT,   WOODWARD.  Manager 

Phone   22Q7  P.   O.    Box    1484 


